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ABSTRACT

Single parenthood, a practice of rearing childnétihout husband, was formerly unknown practice igédxian
society. However, recent experiences have shownthigapractice is now gaining ground like bushfi®mong women
irrespective of their socioeconomic status. Theywtas conducted to survey the magnitude of sipgfenthood and how
it affects the living standard of the practitionefbe study was conducted among single mothessadrcbntrasting settings
in Ibadan — Beere and Challenge areas where there people of low and high socioeconomic statugesely. Self
developed questionnaire were administered to singéhers selected through purposive sampling. fdgyehometric
property of the questionnaire using Chronbatch'sfficient of alpha showed 0.85. A total of 220 di@maires were
administered and 85 and 95 recovered from BeereChiatlenge respectively. The questionnaire waspmeted verbally
to some illiterate respondents from Beere arealaey were also assisted to complete the questiomniail respondents in
Challenge area were literates and could read thestionnaire without any assistance. Data arsalyas by descriptive
statistics making use of tables, percentages, maadsstandard deviation. The results of the stehealed that
respondents in Beere area were mainly petty tradpgrentice tailors, barbers and hairdressersevihilChallenge, they
were mainly clerical officers (36%), bankers (27%achers (16%) and sale girls (10%). The monititpme of the
respondents varies; it ranged from N5,000 to 4000 a mean N15,000 + N2,458.87. In challenge,itlteme ranged
from N80,000 to N350,000 with a mean N190,000 + J936.56. The respondents were discovered to haveeoaed the
pregnancy of their babies through various ways.Béere, 45% got unwanted pregnancy that resultddrihs while in
secondary school. In Challenge, 17% confessed ¢hageived through rape and 56% were abandonetebynen that
impregnated them. The results also showed thatetsigondents adopted the singlehood lifestyle asalts of previous
frustrations they had experienced in relationshiih wen. In Beere, it was due to husbands’ dese(dd %), inability of
the husband to take good care of them (52%) andpaiyn of husband by new wives (46%); while in Chafie, it was
because of the need for freedom from men to devedoper (47%), detest for men’s authority (60%) andue lateness in
getting desired suitor (34%) at marriageable dgeboth settings, it was however generally agréed training of children
was difficult without the assistance of the fathérwas concluded that health education to youinlg ghould be tailored
towards different causes of single parenthood anmeaigied couples. This is with a view to preventotgurrence of such

problem in their future families
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